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Jessie Fremont, Nelly McClellan, Ellen Sherman, and Julia Grant, the wives of Abraham Lincoln s top generals.
They were their husbands closest confidantes and had a profound impact on the generals ambitions and
actions. Most important, the women s own attitudes toward and relationships with Lincoln had major historical
significance. Candice Shy Hooper s lively account covers the early lives of her subjects, as well as their families,
their education, their political attitudes, and their personal beliefs. Once shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the
women were launched out of their private spheres into a wholly different universe, where their relationships
with their husbands and their personal opinions of the president of the United States had national and
historical consequences. The approaches and styles of Fremont and McClellan contrast with those of Sherman
and Grant, and there is equal symmetry in their wives stories. Jessie Fremont and Nelly McClellan both
encouraged their husbands to persist in their arrogance and delusion and to reject the advice and friendship of
their commander in chief. In the end, Jessie and Nelly contributed most to the Union war effort by accelerating
their husbands removal from active command. Conversely, while Ellen Sherman s and Julia Grant s belief in
their husbands character and potential was ardent, it was not unbounded. Ellen and Julia did not hesitate to
take issue with their spouses when they believed their actions were wrong or their judgments ill-advised. They
intelligently supported their husbands best instincts - including trust in and admiration for Lincoln - and re-
buffed their worst. They were the source of strength that Sherman and Grant...
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