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VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION: INADEQUATE CONTROLS
OVER THE PURCHASE CARD PROGRAM RESULTED IN IMPROPER AND
QUESTIONABLE PURCHASES: GAO-04-857T

BiblioGov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 26 pages. Dimensions:
9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.The Department of Veterans AAairs (VA) OAice of Inspector General (OIG) has continued to
identify significant vulnerabilities in the departments use of government purchase cards. Over the years, the
OIG has identified internal control weaknesses that resulted in instances of fraud and numerous improper and
questionable uses of purchase cards. The OIG has made a number of recommendations for corrective action.
Given that VA is the second largest user of the governmentwide purchase card program, with reported
purchases totaling 1. 5 billion for fiscal year 2002, and because of the program weaknesses reported by the OIG,
GAO was asked to determine whether existing controls at the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) were
designed to provide reasonable assurance that improper purchases would be prevented or detected in the
normal course of business, purchase card and convenience check expenditures were made in compliance with
applicable laws and regulations, and purchases were made for a reasonable cost and a valid government need.
GAOs report on this issue, released concurrently with this testimony, makes 36 recommendations to strengthen
internal controls and compliance in VHAs purchase card program to reduce its vulnerability to improper,
wasteful, and questionable purchases. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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