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we took one of them on board with us to guide us up the northern sea to the cold land of Boreas. Across this
frozen country, through forests and over hills, among fierce native tribes, we Ph nicians have made a road
which leads us farther north, to the shores of an inner sea in whose waters are to be found marvellous gems of
a bright yellow color, sometimes clear as glass, again thick, like unpolished gold. These we gather and carry
home with us, to be cut into ornaments for our princes and their wives, and for our temple-fanes. They sell
them to us for our cloth, these dwellers by the sea. Then we return, by the way we came, to our ship. This is the
third time that I, master-trader of the Fish of Tyre, have, by the favor of Baal and Melkart, accomplished the
journey. The exceptionally modest recital ended in a burst of genuine wonderment and admiration from the
auditors. Finally, when the requisite questions and compliments had been passed, Phalaris observed, curiously:
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