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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 137 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In an age of decreasing denominational loyalty, questions of
identity have become important. Both church members and inquirers wonder what to make of a denomination
s core values, mission, and common practices. Because the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was born as a
movement of reform on the American frontier during the early nineteenth century, it is marked by the time and
place of its birth. The message it offered at the time was one of Christian unity rooted in theological simplicity
and freedom of belief and practice. This message influenced the way the tradition came to understand biblical
interpretation, theology, the sacraments, ministry, and its eschatology. As the movement matured, many
recognized that this message of freedom could lead to unfettered individualism and tended to undermine
congregational life and cooperation beyond the congregation. In response, Disciples leaders turned to the
biblical idea of covenant to balance the message of freedom and link congregations with other forms of church
without creating hierarchical systems. If, as some have suggested, this is a movement whose time has come,
then it will important to understand the movement s identity and core values, which have been formed within
the fulcrum of the tension existing between freedom and covenant. As an urban pastor and church historian,
Cornwall seeks to reclaim aspects of his church s ecclesial inheritance that continue to resonate within
American religious and cultural life. Using the principles of freedom and covenant as interpretive guides, he
writes a succinct, readable, and persuasive interpretation of this distinctive American church tradition.
Designed to be a study guide for individual readers and classes, this slender volume can help Disciples reframe
the way...
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