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Excerpt from Men of Mark in South Carolina Ideals of American Life, Vol. 1: A Collection of Biographies of
Leading Men of the State Men OF mark IN south carolina is not history but biography; biography, however, that
is absolutely essential to the making of history. Its special purpose is to tell the story of the men who have
attained some distinction in the complex life of the state; those who have builded better than they knew, and
who have been regarded by an advisory board of fair-minded and accomplished men as worthy to be included
among the builders of a great state. The unit of measurement adopted in their selection was not ancestral
distinction, or great possessions, or political preferment, or social station, but individual achieve ment; so that
in this work account is given of those who have lived to some purpose, whether in country district or populous
community, whether in industrial enterprise or professional occupation. Naturally and unavoidably, the
character of its citizenship is in?uenced largely by the history of the state. The self-reliance of the pioneers who
redeemed this territory from the wilderness, their patience under suffering, their complete mastery of adverse
and apparently hopeless conditions in the beginning of things, their genius for government, their military
prowess, their purity of life, their loyalty to principle and their simple faith in the eternal verities, have set their
seal indelibly upon the life and character of the state. In the many revolutions, political, mili tary and social,
through which South Carolina has passed since the first settlement of the French colony under Ribault at Port...
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