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*xx Excerpt from Sea-Sickness and How to Prevent It: An Explanation of Its Nature and Successful Treatment,
Through the Agency of the Nervous System, by Means of the Spinal Ice-Bag Hospital for the Paralysed and
Epileptic, he stated that, in order to overcome the spasmodic contractions of the cerebral arteries constituting
the first phase in a fit of epilepsy, he was entertaining the idea of paralysing the cervical sympathetic nerve by
dividing it; but though an exceptionally heroic patient might be found willing to undergo such an operation, |
apprehend few phy would be found willing to advise it. While attending the practice of Dr. Brown-sequard, at
the Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, in Queen-square, | became impressed with the conviction that in
preportion to the number Of patients suffering from paralysis or epilepsy the num ber of cures was lamentably
small (although the institution had the help of one of the most distinguished physicians in Europe), and that,
with respect to many forms of paralysis, and nearly all forms of epilepsy, a hitherto insoluble problem
demanded solution before the physician could be permitted to hope for the power of treating those diseases
with any considerable success. That problem presented itself to my mind thus By what means can the quantity
of blood circulating in the spinal cord, including the medulla oblongata, and in the ganglionic nervous centres,
be most effectually increased or lessened? In the latter part of 1862 the idea occurred to me that this problem
might be solved by modifying the temperature of the parts in question, and that this could be done by means of
cold or heat applied along the centre of the back. During the first half...
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