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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Lincoln Anniversary, 1809-1898, February 12th
Teachers and Pupils of Nebraska: The example of Abraham Lincoln illustrates the value of the inspiration to be
gathered from the study of noble and useful lives. It was through his study of the life of Henry Clay that his
ambition was kindled, and he thought, Why may not | become useful and influential? The century and a quarter
of American history is replete with instances of the great men of the nation who were among the poor boys.
Since Lincoln s career, we have had many striking examples of illustrious men who have come from the humble
walks of life; among them, one from the tannery marched triumphantly to the rescue of the nation and
honored the Presidency with unparalleled renown; another by his dauntless energy walked from the tow-path,
through years of toil, to the most exalted position within the gift of the people. Surroundings of wealth and
luxury are usually barriers to true greatness. The proper basis upon which greatness should be estimated is that
of usefulness. To every boy or girl - no matter how poor or humble - comes strength and courage from the
study of the life of the lowly rail-splitter, who became the greatest man of the century - if not of all centuries.
Fortunate was it for our country that he was born among the pioneer people and had his early education
among them. The lessons he learned in the simple and humble school of the forest were freighted with the
grand and the good; everything about him was just as it came from the hands of the Creator, and was
teeming...
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