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from Coin Redemption Fund: Speech of Hon. Josiah Patterson,
of Tennessee, in the House of Representatives, Friday, February
7, 1896 Mr. Chairman-it is unfortunate for the country that a
purely scientific prob lem directly affecting the public welfare
should have become involved in partisan politics. It is
unfortunate for any servant of the people in these halls to be
made to feel that his political fortunes depended on his action
when called upon to decide for his country an issue of such
moment. we are all men, and I shall not pause to speculate how
far our judgments may be obscured or our actions deter mined
by considerations personal to ourselves. I will say, however, it is
our duty to deal frankly with the country and with one another,
and as best we can, and as patriotically as we can, to discuss this
great problem in the light of reason and common sense. The
issue, Mr. Chairman, is not whether we shall elect to adopt a
bimetallic standard of gold and silver at a ratio of 16 to 1. If that
was...
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