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***** Excerpt from The Decline and Rise of the Consumer: A Philosophy of Consumer Cooperation The idea of
this self-feeling of all persons is implicit in the concept of democracy and in the gospels of religion. The demo
cratic rule that all men are equal is sometimes confused with the quite opposite idea that all men are the same
and that any man can be substituted for any other so that his differences make no difference. The two are not
at all the same. The demo cratic rule that all men are equal means that men s being dif ferent cannot be made
a basis for special privilege or for the invidious advantage of one man over another; equality, under the
democratic rule, is the freedom and opportunity of each individual to be fully and completely his different self.
De mocracy means the right to be different. The gospels of religion propound the same notion when they say
that all men are equal before God and that salvation is open to all alike. The discoveries of science confirm the
positions of democracy and religion. To the Nature which the scientist studies, each of her multitudinous
components, as it is in itself, apart from every thing else, endeavors on its own power to sustain its identity, to
live and to grow. If it perishes it is not because Nature has taken Sides against it; if it survives it is not because
Nature has preferred and chosen it. Each succeeds or fails in its own right, and by its own energies. Its world
was not made for it; but yet is made by it, as its activities combine or con?ict with the activities of other beings,
that...
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